INTERMEZZO                       Igl
ous had been the fact that the breach between the Allies,
begun in Paris over the question of Poland, had consider-
ably widened in London during June. In Paris, only
Austria had set herself against Alexander's plans for
Poland, but in London, during the celebrations, Metter-
nich had succeeded in winning over the British govern-
ment to his side and in changing the opinion of the upper
classes.
On July 4, Gentz wrote as follows from Vienna:
The change which has occurred, I do not mean in the politi-
cal principles of the British government, but in their direction
and application, I believe to be a factor of the utmost signifi-
cance. Up till now the exclusive preference shown Russia by
England has made itself felt in all the important events of
European politics. This preference, which has lasted for a
century but which has been enormously strengthened during
the last twenty-five years, has been on more than one occasion
a great obstacle to any efficacious action against French
hegemony. Now that this hegemony has been overthrown, the
continuance of such a preference would endanger the balance
of power in Europe from another direction. The British cabi-
net without compromising its relation with Russia, has finally
abandoned this exclusive preference. The wisdom of Lord
Castlereagh and his colleagues, together with the political
virtuosity of Prince Metternich, have won the day, assisted by
several personal elements. In my letter of the ninth, I told
you about the personal relations between the Russian Emperor
and the Regent. Everything I said is absolutely true, and, if you
want to know what the mutual feelings of these two sovereigns
were for each other upon parting, you have only to double
what I said in that letter, and you will be nearer the truth.
The British government will tike the same stand with regard
to Poland as that of Austria at the Congress. In the English
newspapers and even in Parliament, the question of Polish
independence has been very favorably received. But this must
not be misunderstood. The setting-up of a Polish state in its
entirety, as before the first paitition, is extremely popular with
the English, and is one of the favorite themes of the Opposi-
tion. As we know, that is not the object of the Czar, He wishes